THE ILLINOIS TEACHER 


‘“No One Liveth Unto Himselt”’ 





Jol. 3, No. 5 Published Monthly at Urbana, Illinois, January 1 : 1915 


by the Illinois Teachers’ Association 





Illinois State Teachers’ Association 


The enrollment was 1060. 
0 
The sessions were uniformly well attended. 
——o 
Only Iilinois men appeared upon the general programs. 
O-—— 

The papers and lectures dealt almost entirely with school conditions 
n Illinois. 

Every oue seemed to feel that this was appropriate time to discuss 
natters relating to proposed educational legislation and nearly every 
peaker showed that he had been studying some phase of educational 
egislation with considerable care. 

— 


The new officers of the Association are: 
President—Gilbert P. Randle, Danville. 


First Vice-President—-Miss Julia Walsh, La Salle. 

Second Vice President—E. FE. Van Cleave, Macomb. 

Third Vice-President—Charles Condit, Elmwood. 
Treasurer—Charles McIntosh, Monticello. 

Member of Executive Committee—Cyrus 8. Grove, Freeport. 


. 0 

‘The Association showed its approval of the work of Superintendent 
(i. P. Randle of Danville by electing him to the presidency for next year. 
Superintendent Randle has worked faithfully ever since the various 
ieachers’ organizations in the state were federated in 1911 to perfect 
and develope an effective working organization. In addition to this Super- 
intendent Randle has served successfully as the superintendent of city 
schools of Shelbyville, Mattoon, and Danville. It is fitting that a service 
of this sort should be recognized in this way. 

The presidency of the State Teachers’ Association is an honor to be 
coveted but never to be sought. The dignity and importance of the 
position is emphasized by the fact that only about twenty-five men in 
any generation may be honored by it. That Superintendent Randle will 
discharge of the duties of the presidency faithfully and with credit to him- 
self and to the position is the opinion of every one. 

o——_ 


The Association Passed the Following Resolutions 


1. Resolved, That we express our appreciation of the legislation 
adding one million dollars to the distributable school fund and that we 
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ask a two mill tax on the total value of the property of the State, some 
part of which is to be issued to give special aid to those districts already 
taxing themselves to the limit of the law, but which are still unable to 
provide adequate schools. 

2. That we favor a minimum wage law for teachers. 

3. That we favor a law establishing a state-wide retirement fund 
for teachers, provided such law does not revoke or interfere unfavorably 
with the working or benefits of any systems now established. We believe 
that any retirement fund should require equal contributions for the same 
years of service and should give the same benefits to all contributors. 

4. That we favor a larger school unit for taxation and administra- 
tion. 

5. That we favor legislation which shall empower boards of educa- 
tion to employ superintendents, principals and teachers for a longer 
term of vears. 

6. We favor a law requiring the erection of school houses on plans 
providing for proper heating, lighting, ventilation, seating and other 
sanitary arrangements, as provided by the Department of Public In- 
struction. 

7. That we favor the establishment of vocational courses as part 
of the present school system and under the present school boards and 
that we strougly oppose the establishment of separate schools under sep- 
arate boards of education. 

8. That we favor a law providing for the transportation of pupils 
to and from consolidated schools at public expense. 

9. That we endorse the efforts that have been made in conducting 
the State Educational Survey and ask the next General Assembly to 
appropriate not less than $10,000 to complete and publish the same. 

10. We favor extension of the application of law for compulsory 
attendance from the age of fourteen to sixteen years. 

11. That we recognize as a section of this Association the Ilinots 
School Garden Association. 

12. That we favor a larger use of the school property for social 
centers and for other community purposes. 

13. That we favor legal provisions for the election or appointment 
of appropriately qualified persons to the office of county superintendent 
of schools on a non-partisan basis. 

14. That we favor the creation of a committee that will devise and 
promote ways and means by which public education will contribute with 
increasing effectiveness to the foundation of permanent world peace. 


15. Thut we favor an amendment to the Constitution of the Stat 
of Illinois exiending the privilege of suffrage equally to men and women 
citizens. 

16. We favor co-operation with religious bodies in promoting moral 
and religious instruction, and recommend the appointment of a commit- 
tee of six (6) to work jointly with committees appointed by such relig- 
ious bodies as are ready to co-operate for this purpose. 

17. That hereafter all official publications of the State Teachers’ 
Association and all articles therein shall be printed in the word forms 
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n which they are submitted, provided they conform to some recognized 
uthority or standard, and that we favor all practical means of promot- 
ug the reasonable advancement of the movement for improving Eng- 
ish spelling. 

18. Relieving that our state has outgrown a constitution which 
revents the proper expression of the real spirit of progress in Illinois, 
‘e favor the calling of a convention te revise the State Constitution. 

The above resolutons were submitted for the following committee: 
i. P. Randle, Chairman; M. J. Holmes, Central Davision; A. O. Cod- 
ington, Chicago Division; Geo. W. Brown, Eastern Division; W. A. 
lough, Southern Division; I. E. Sanford, Northeastern Division; W. 
’. Morgan, Western Division. 

They were adopted in the form in which they appear here. 

0 

In a brief speech at the opening session Governor Dunne expressed 
imself as being in sympathy with every movement that would improve 
dueational conditions in the state. He stated emphatically that he 
vreed wich the position the State Associaton had taken on the question 
f vocational education, and that he was disposed to look with disfavor 
pon any attempt to create a new system of schools. The Governor also 
pproved of the movement for the simplification of spelling and urged 
lat more attention be given to it in the future. 

0 

A refreshing feature of the session, one which lent marked interest 
ind pleasure to the opening session, was the presence of the Imperia: 
durtaet of Chicago, including Wallace Moody, first tenor; C. Robert 

Wood, second tenor: Ben J. Tufts, first bass; Oliver Johnson, second 
ass. Although the membership of the quartet has changed from time 
o time ,us an organization it has appeared before the State Association 
or years. This quartet is one of the best in this part of the country and 
‘he work of its members, both individually and collectively, has always 
inerited the cordial reception it has received. 

-—o0 

State Superintendent Blair spoke impressively upon the subect 

“The Educational Foundations of Educational Progress.” He quite cor- 
rectly made the point that there are some things of vital importance to 
“lucational progress that can not be compassed by a survey. These 
‘hings inelude the child's physical and social inheritances and the more 
subtle influences of a teacher’s personality. 

—0 


Matters of vital interest to the University of Minnesota compelled 
resident George E. Vincent to cancel his engagement to address the 
Illinois State Teachers’ Association. Illinois teachers admire President 
Vineent because of the brilliant and eloquent manner in which he pre- 
sents educational theory. 

The program committee did well to invite State Senator Duff Piercy 
to address the Association in place of President Vincent. Senator 
Piercy was formerly a teacher and is thoroughly in sympathy with every 
movement for the improvement of the schools. A year ago Senator 
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Piercy had a message for the teachers in which he pointed out some of 
the dangers that would accompany legislation establishing a dual sys- 
tem of schools. This year Senator Piercy, in attempting to explain the 
significance of the flag, maintained that its significance lies, first, in 
the fact that it stands for a system of universal education; second, for 
religious toleration; and, third, for equality of opportunity. These three 
propositions are fundamental to the maintenance of a democratic soci- 
ety. Their scope and significance were made clear in a most effective 
manner by Senator Piercy. 
0 


With the declaration that all great art had glorified physical strength 
and strife and contributed to the spirit of war, President W. Shryock of 
Southern Illincis Normal at Carbondale struck the keynote of his ad- 
dress which dealt with “Edueation and International Peace.” 

President Shryock named the causes that lead to war as the ten- 
dencies of ancient and modern art to encourage strife; the spirit of 
egoism which is inherent in the human breast; the hatred among races; 
economie conditions; and the existence of military systems. 

The speaker called upon the teachers to lead the child in every pos- 
sible instance to understand the horrors of war as well as the virtues 
of great warriors. The climax of his address, in which he painted a 
vivid picture of conditions at the Christmas season in the last year of 
the war of the rebellion, made a deep impression on his listeners. 

“T wish the black story of war might be told to every child in its 
formative years,” declared President Shryock. “When we are older 
we learn the sad truth, but the child is taught to glory in the gore of the 
battlefield and to admire with a full admiration the men who have gained 
fame through ttheir ability to destroy their brothers. The story of war 
is a sordid story.” 


The teacher’s duty as a medium for the eradication of race hatred 
was also emphasized in more than one point in the address. 

In his discussion of the economic bearing on the European struggle, 
President Shryock made the assertion that, had the laboring classes of 
the countries involved been consulted before the fever of the war became 
so high, there would have been no war. 


——— 0 —_ 


President Felmley, discussing school revenues, advocated a scheme 
including the following reforms: 

1. A state tax equal to one-eighth of the entire school expense. 

2. A county tax equal to the state school tax. 

3. The remaining tax to be levied upon the local district unit, 
which unit shall be enlarged so as to be co-existent with the school com- 
munily. In other words, President Felmley maintains that as the boun- 
daries of a political unit do not necessarily correspond with the educa- 
tional needs of the community, the community itself should be used as 
the basis for determining the size of the school district. The units, 
therefore, wil] vary in size according to their educational needs and 
possibilities, and not according to political boundaries. 
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Medill McCormick of Chicago centered his attention on the pro- 
posed constitutional convention. It will be remembered that the eigh- 
teenth resolution favors the calling of such a convention. Should such 
a convention be called, it is our hope that there may be elected to it some 
men who are familiar with the educational history and traditions of the 
state and wiic understand the educational needs of the state. We have 
such men in our normal schools and here and there in public-school 
work. 

= ()-- 

Dean Eugene Davenport of the agricultural college at the Univer- 
sity of Tllinois, upheld the unit system, or the combination of vocational 
ind cultural studies after the present plan, and was roundly applauded 
‘t many points in his address. 

“The ohject of education is not to secure industrial efficiency, but 
o develop personality.” declared the dean. “Germany has the dual 
vstem of vocational training and her industrial evolution has been re- 
narkable, but it is well for America to think carefully before revolu- 
ionizing her educational plan and setting trade and industry ahead of 

verything else.” 

Dean Davenport gave a careful analysis of the whole history and 
iendeney of- vocational education in this country and, with his findines 
is a basis, said the divoreement of the vocational from the common or 
‘ultural branches would mean not a dual system but a multiple system. 

The speaker divided the industry of the world into six classes rough- 
iv and stated that, if vocational guidance is to be carried to its conclusion, 
‘here will finally be established not two but six sets of schools where 
will be taught in a specialized form, language, science, agriculture, man- 
facture, business and home economics. He prophesied that, if the dual 
svstem is adopted, within a few vears the modern public school and the 
igh school will deteriorate into a mere academy for rich men’s sons to 
dawdle in, and that the education of the nation will be split into small 
intensive groups with little sympathy and little co-ordination. 

0 

Perhaps it is not generally known that the last legislature created 
in efficiency and economy commission to investigate the governmental 
policies of the state. This commission appointed Dr. J. A. Fairlie, Pro- 
fessor of Political Science in the University of Illinos, to direct its in- 
vestgation. Senator Walter I. Manny of Mt. Sterling, Chairman of the 
Commission, in presenting the findings of Professor Fairlie, stated that 
the commission would advocate greater concentration of power and more 
co-ordination in the administration of school affairs. Among other 
things he voiced approval of a plan for a central board of five members 
io control ali state school matters, the board to be composed of the 
state superintendent, the president of the state university, a represen- 
tative of ithe normal schools, and two members to be appointed by the 
covernor wit hthe advice and consent of the senate. 


The reorganization plan of the commission also contemplates the 
appointment of the board of trustees of the state university to be com- 
posed of nine members, one to be the superintendent of public instruc- 
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tion, and the cther eight to be appointed by the governor with the advice 
and consent of the senate. 

The normal schools will also be placed under a single board of nine 
men, if the wishes of the commission are realized, in order to co-ordinate 
the work of these institutions. This board will be composed and selected 
in the same way as the university board. 

A plan has been worked for a closer co-operation of the libraries 
now under state control. 

The commission expects to recommend a larger school unit and a 
more eflicient and economical collection and distriibution of school 
funds. 


——o 


The Membership of the State Association 


When one looks back over the vear now passing, he sees signs of 
educational progress. Here in Illinois,, for example, there has been a 
vrowing consciousness of the benefits to be derived from an amalgama 
tion of educational interests. The enthusiasm and interest on the part 
of members and general character of the programs of the divisions of 
the State Association were never better. It was the privilege of the 
Secretary to attend four of these divisional meetings and it was a source 
of great pleasure to him to find that no educational mountebank had 
heen given en opportunity to display his wares before the teachers 
of the stete. The programs were uniformly high class,—the kind that 
any professionally inclined hody of peonle should seek to maintain. 


The membership of the State Association at present totals 9803. 
This is a little short of the enrollment of last year; but, if favorable con- 
ditons prevail for the Central and Southern meetings next spring, the 
enrollment for the vear will reach or exceed that of last vear. 


A table, too long to he printed here, showing the enrollment by 
counties, reveals some very interesting facts. It shows that two coun- 
ties. Coles and Morgen, had an enrollment of more than 100 per cent; 
and that three counties, one with 45, another with 113, and the third with 
10 teachers, did not have a single tescher enrolled at any of the sessions 
of the State Association or its divisions this last vear. The table shows 
clearly that convenience is an imnortant factor in determining attend- 
ance upon the meetings of anv division. Where the meetings are lo- 
cated vear after vear in a given place, for example, Charleston, the 
nearby counties, in this case those that are contiguous to Coles, furnish 
approximatelv 75 per cent of the teachers in attendance. A somewhat 
similar situation prevails where the meeting place is moved about from 
vear to year. Last vear the counties around Jacksonville furnished 
most of the teachers for the sessions of the Central Division, and the 
counties nround Normal showed corresponding decreases. 

This membership table when compared with the membership lists 
of preceding years would seem to indicate that we have approximated 
our maximum enrollment under existing conditions. What shall be done 
to increase the membership and influence of this federation is a real 
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problem. Tt cannot hope to become as effective as it should unless it 
enrolls a lerger percentage of the teaching force of the State. About 30 
per cent of the counties enroll less than 10 per cent of their teachers in 
this Association and more than fifty per cent enroll less than 30 per cent. 


Although the members of this Asseciation everywhere are studying 
and discussing matters that are vital to the interests of the Associa- 
tion, the ultimate solution of many of these problems will be delayed 
because the professional self-consciousness of the members has not found 
expression in the 20,000 teachers who have not affiliated with us. 


—-—— Q——-- 


The Illinois Teacher 


The official organ for the unification of educational sentiment 
among the teachers of the state is the Illinois Teacher. Its scope has 
heen enlarged and its appearance improved during the year. Matters 
that are presumed to be of interest ot the teaching force of the State 
are discussed in it. At all times its pages are open to discussions that 
hear upon the policies of this Association. 

The improvement and enlargement of the Illinois Teacher has neces- 
sirily entailed certain additional expenses. An attempt is being made 
io meet these expenses out of the advertising. Formerly the Tllinois 
Teacher could not include advertising, because no subscription feo wes 
charged for it. The Roard of Directors, however, ruled that 25c¢ out of 
each fee paid into the treasury of the State Association should cover the 
annual sabseription price. Following this action, the Secretary ap- 
pointed Mr. C. E. Holley, a graduate student in the Department of Edu- 
cation at the University of Tllinois and a former teacher of the State, as 
“dvertising. manager to serve without pay. Mr. Holley has secured 
during the !ast four months $129.50 of advertising and has contracts on 
hand, running for one vear or less, for $200 worth of space. It now 
seems that, due to Mr. Hollev's industry, we shall be able to publish the 
Teacher-—12.000 copies to the issue, if necessary—at a cost of about 
$150 a month. In order to increase the amount of advertising, the mem- 
hers of this Association are urged to refer to the Illinois Teacher when 
huving articles mentioned in it, and they are also urged to lend their as- 
sistance to securing additional advertising. 
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The Proceedings of the State Association 


It is the duty of the Secretary of this Association to collect and 
publish the proceedings of the annual meeting. Almost insuperable ob- 
stacles were encountered this last vear because persons appearing upon 
the general or sectional programs of the Association neglected or de- 
clined to supply the Secretary with copies or abstracts of their addresses. 
Not until within the last week was Mr. Conn able to send the present 
Secretary the galley proof of the proceedings of the 1913 meeting. This 
year every person appearing upon any of these programs received a 
letter from the Secretary, suggesting that copies of his addresses or 
abstracts be sent to the Secretary before this Association convened. A 
few complied with the request. It is now urged that others do this im- 
mediately so that a delay, such as we experienced this last year, shall 
not oceur again. 


The Official Roster 


The Secretary is also supposed to keep on file the names of the offi- 
cers of all of the sections and divisions of the State Association. These, 
with few exceptions, were not supplied this vear, and, as a consequence, 
vour Secretary was frequently humiliated because he was unable to in- 
form inquirers as to the official roster of the Association. The absence 
of this very necessarv information handicapped the progrom committee 
tremendously: after it had exhausted every resource at its command, it 
was, in some instances, compelled to appoint new officers and to dele- 
gate to them the authority of preparing programs for their sections. It 
is therefore urged that the officers of the various sections this year in- 
form the Secretary of the names of their successors immediately upon 
their election. 


“—~ 


oi 
The Survey 
One year ago this Association passed a resolution ealling for a 


state-wide survey of the public schools of the state. This resolution 
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resulted in the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Mr. Blair, 
and certain officers in the State Association calling into conference men 
and women representing the various educational interests of the state. 
The conference resulted in the appointment of an executive committee 
consisting of Principal Morgan G. Hogge of Chicago, Superintendent 
Hugh S. Magill, Jr., of Springtield, County Superintendent Charles Mc- 
Intosh of Monticello, President David Felmley of Normal, and of Mr. 
LL. D. Coffman of Urbana as Director to carry forward the work of the 
survey. 

This committee was handicapped at the outset on account of a lack 
of funds. Money has, however, been appropriated by a number of or- 
vanizations and institutions. President Felmley, Chairman of the com- 
mittee, reports that the following amounts have been received: 

1914 

Mareh 21, from Chieago Principals’ Association 

April 27, from Southern Illinois Teachers’ Association 
May 7, from University of Chicago 

June 5, from Central Illinois Teachers’ Association 
Sept. 26, from Chicago Board of Education 


$1550 


This report of President Felmley’s does not show all the money that 
lias really been approprieted for survey work. The Chicago Board of 
Mdueation, for example, actually set aside $800 for this purpose, $300 
of which was to be used in paying the expenses of the Chicago repre- 
sentatives who attended the conference meetings called by Superintend- 
ent Blair. The University of Chicago appropriated $500, $200 of which 
was reserved to pay a part of the necessary expenses of Professor Bob- 
hitt, who is assisting in conducting the survey. Northwestern Univer- 
sity gave $500 to its Department of Education to be used by it in carry- 
ing on the work of the survey. The Wniversity of Illinois gave its School 
of Edueation $1000 for the same purpose. This makes a total of $3500 
available in one form or another. 

Three of the normal schools, Normal, Macomb, and Carbondale, 
have contributed the services of members of their faculties as well as the 
money necessary to pay their expenses while they were in the field. The 
Director has no basis for estimating the services of these people in terms 
of money. Mr. Packard of Normal has made fifty-three visits to rural 
schools. Miss Caroline Grote of Macomb and Mr. Brown of Carbondale 
have visited many of the countrv schools in their sections of the state. 

Every division of the State Association, with one exception, has ap- 
propriated $250 for the survey. No doubt those divisions that have not 
sent their appropriations to President Felmley will do so when they are 
needed. 

Of the $1550 turned over to President Felmley $973.25 has been 
spent. This money has been spent for the printing of question-forms. 
for mailing them, and for stenographie help. There is a balance in the 
treasury now of 8576.75. 

More money will be needed if the survey is to be completed and its 
results published. The additional money needed should be appropri- 
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ated by the legislature. Ten thousand dollars, the amount asked for 
in the resolutions, is not too much. 

The committee, acting upon the suggestions it received from the 
Conference, divided the work into several departments or fields and a 
competent person was placed in charge of each. The subject of school 
finance was assigned to Mr. Felmley, the program of studies to Mr. 
Begley, vocational education to Mr. Johnston, the administration of 
city schools to Mr. Bobbitt, the student population to Mr. Clement and 
Mr. Jones, the teaching population to Mr. Coffman, and the home and 
school to Mr. Hieronymus. 

The survey of the rural schools was assigned to the normal schools. 
In order to assist and supplement the work of the representatives of the 
three normal schools who were ‘detailed by their institutions for this 
work, Dr. J. H. Hill, a former president of the normal school at Em- 
poria, Kansas, was employed to visit rural schools in other sections of 
the state. 

Certain questions are always raised when the survey is discussed. 
One is, when will the survey be completed. That is a question which 
cannot be answered definitely. It is the hope of those in charge of the 
work that the report may he ready for publication by the close of the 
present vear. Tt is now known that certain parts of it will be ready 
before then and every reasonable effort will be made to complete the 
other parts by that time. 

Other questions frequently raised are with what particular prob- 
lems is the survey concerned and what are its probable outcomes. In 
an early issue we shall answer these questions at length. In a word, 
however, the investigntors are working upon nearly every problem out- 
lined in the resolutions of the State Association. 


—_———_90——_. 


The New Legislative Secretary 

For some time there has been a feeling that the Board of Direc- 
tors should choose some one to be present in Springfield during the 
sessions of the legislature to assist in securing educational legislation. 
After carefully considering the matter Mr. R. C. Moore, formerly County 
Superintendent of Macoupin County, was appointed to do this work. 
Wy. Meore’s appointment extends to June 30, 1915. It is expected that 
he will devoie a part of his time to visiting coutny teachers’ meetings 
and that he will co-operate with the Board of Directors and Secretary 
in giving publicity to the policies of the State Teachers’ Association. 

It will be remembered that Mr. Moore was the recent nominee of the 
democratic party for the State Superintendency of Public Instruction. 
His years of experience as a county superintendent, his rather intimate 
knowledge of the school laws of the State, and his ability as a lecturer 
and writer qualify him admirably for this work. 

Mr. Moore will attempt to keep himself informed with reference to 
the bills that are introduced relating to education. He will study them 
with the interests of the schools in mind and report his findings back to 
the legislative committee. Whenever this committee and the officers of 
the State Assoeiation place their stamp of approval upon a bill the 
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teachers as a body should use whatever influence they possess to secure 
the passage of the bill and whenever these men, who are spending their 
time at our expense, insist thai a bill would be injurious to the welfare 
of the schools of the state we should, as a rule, do what we can to preveut 
the passage of the bill. This does not mean that individual initiative 
and personal opinions are to be disregarded. Whatever objections we 
may have to any proposed bill or whatever arguments we may have 
favoring it, should be filed with Mr. Moore and with the members of the 
legislative committee. Let us make our fight there and not go down to 
the legislature with a divided organization. 


——— 
New Associations 


A fairly careful study of the membership of the various divisions of 
the State Association shows that they have about reached their maxi- 
mum enrollment under present conditions. The number of persons in 
attendance upon these meetings depends upon a number of factors. In 
those districts where the custom of paving the teachers their per diem 
io attend the divisional meetings prevails, the number in attendance is in- 
creasing slightly, but there is no widespread movement in the state as yer 
to compensate teachers for attendance, and we cannot hope for much 
along this line. It is possible, of course, that the membership of the 
State Association and its divisions could be increased by another form of 
organization, but it hardly seems probable that a new type of organiza- 
tion should be initiated at this time. Perhaps the most important factor 
determining ottendance is convenience. This being true it would seem 
that the membership of the State Association could be increased most 
eosilvy by cresting new divisions of the Association. Any association 
having a paid membership of six hundred may become a division of the 
State Association. 

Already there are indications that other divisions are about to be 
created. The county and city superintendents of Piatt, Champaign, 
Vermilion and Troquois counties met in Springfield on the evening of 
December 19th and organized a new association. This association will 
hold its first meeting in Urbana some time this fall. According to State 
Superintende1t Blair’s last statistical report, Piatt county has 161 
teachers, Champaign county 427. Vermilion county 502, and Troquois 
county 309. Less than 250 of these were enrolled in the State Associa- 
tion and its divisions last year. 

Of course, new divisions of the State Teachers’ Association should 
not be created merely for the purpose of increasing the membership of 
the Association. New divisions can he justified on the ground of offer- 
ing opportunities for professional advancement and inspiration to a 
great many teachers who do rot find it convenient to attend any of the 
sessions of ihe State Association or of its divisions. If the 1400 persons 
who are teaching in these four counties just named can be induced to 
attend the sessions of an Eastern-Central Tllinois Division, its sessions 
ean he organized to correspond closely to their needs. Something can 
be done for ihe rural teachers, the primary teachers, the intermediate 
teachers, and the high-school teachers. In other words, sections can be 
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created to correspond to the age, training, or experience of teachers or 
to correspond to the needs of the various types of positions that they 
are holding. 

—-—Q--— -- 


Treasurer’s Report 


Charles McIntosh, Treasurer, in account with the Illinois State Teach- 


ers’ Association, December 29, 1914: 


Receipts 


1914 
January 1, Balance on hand as per report of Auditing Commit- 

tee, 1913 $ 1301.05 
May 1, Dues five persons 5.00 
March 31, H. B. Beecher, Central Division 366.50 
November 4, James R. Hart, West Nerthern Division 911.00 
December 7, E. E. Gere, Eastern Division 730.00 
December 12, N. D. Gilbert, east Northern Division 843.00 
December 19, W. I’. Boyes, Western Division 447.00 
December 24, Albert W. Evans, Chicago Division 850.00 
December 26, J. Marshall Peer, Southern Division 629.00 
October 28, Interest on bonds 125.00 
December 2, W. R. Hatfield, Refund Legislative Committee. . 21.80 


Ne eG ree aie e era enon Suu $ 6229.35 


Disbursements 


From l’ebruary 18 to December 24 $4329.08 
Dec. 29, Balance cash on hand $1900.27 


Total disbursements and balance $6229.35 
Respectfully submitted, 


Charles McIntosh, Treasurer. 
——- -()— —- 


The winners of the spelling contest in the thirty counties compet- 
ing, came to Springfield for the final contest, December 29. The con- 
testants were required to write 330 words. The papers were then ex- 
amined by competent judges and the prizes awarded by Superintendent 
Blair at the opening session of the State Association. A sixteen year- 
old boy, Mr. William Greenwalt, of Wheeler, Jasper county, carried off 
the first prize, spelling 326 of the words correctly. Miss Alice McDaniel 
of Oakwood, Vermilion County, took second place, and Mr. Ernest Irwin 
of Tiliopolis, Sangamon County, won the third prize. The words which 
gave the greatest difficulty were bluing, naval, witch and sleight. 
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Amendments to the Constitution and By-Laws 


The Board of Directors agreed to present the following proposed 
amendments to the Constitution of the Association and the Secretary 
was directed te prepare and submit them: 

First: Amendment to Article V, last sentence, 3rd paragraph. 
This sentence now reads as follows: 

“New divisions petitioning for representation in the gov- 
erning committees, may be admitted by a majority vote of such 
committees in joint session.” 

The Roard of Directors recommends the following amendment: 

“New divisions petitioning for membership in the govern- 
ing committees, may be admitted by a majority vote of the 
Board vf Directors.” 

Second: Article X of the Constitution provides that amendments 
shall be made as follows: 

“Amendments to this Constitution may be made at any 
annual meeting of the Association by a two-thirds vote of mem- 
bers present; Provided, that such amendment has been pro- 
posed at a general session at least one day before the vote is 
taken. The amendment has become effective after it hus been 
ratified by four divisions by a majority vote.” 

The Board of Directors recommends that the last sentence be 
stricken from the article. 

Amendments to the By-Laws were submitted at the same time as 
follows: 

First: Article TV referring to dues, 2d paragraph. This para- 
eraph reads as follows: 

“Every member of this Association shall, upon presenta- 
tion of his credentials without further charge, be admitted to 
the annual meeting and to the meetings of the various divisions 
occurring within one year after his dues are paid; but he may 
vote only in the annual meeting and in the meeting of the di- 
vision in which he pays his dues.” 

It is recommended that the expression, “within one year after his 
dues are paid,” be changed to read “during the calendar year in which 
his dues are paid.” 

Second: Article TV of the By-Laws be amended to read as follows: 

“The annual dues of this Association shall be one dollar 
($1.00) which may be paid either to the treasurer of one of 
the divisions or to the treasurer of the State Teachers’ Associa- 
tion. One-half of all dues paid to the treasurer of the State As- 
sociation in 1914 and thereafter shall be credited to the appro- 
priate division; and one-half of all paid the treasurer of the 
respective division shall be placed in the treasury of the State 
Association. Each person paying dues to the treasurer of the 
State Association shall indicate which division he wishes to 
be a member of.” 

Third: Article V]—Covering Resolutions. 

The first two sentences of this article read as follows: 
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“The Committee on Resolutions shall invite each year early 
suggestions of appropriate resolutions and shall formulate be- 
fore November 15 of each year the resolutions to be presented 
to this Association at its approaching annual meeting except- 
ing only resolutions of courtesy and such unforseen emergen- 
cies may require. It shall include in the list presented any 
resolution formally proposed by any division of the Associa- 
tion or by petition of 100 members.” 

It is recommended that the expression “before November 15 of” be 
stricken from the first of these sentences, and that the second sentence 
be stricken from the article. 

Fourth: Article VII—By-Laws. 

The Board of Directors recommended that in Article VII of the 
v-Laws the words “and of the Board of Directors” be inserted after 
the words “Executive Committee.” 

An Addition to the By-Laws 


A uniform of receipt shall be prepared by the treasurer of tie State 
Teachers’ Association and shall de supplied by him to the treasurers 
of the various divisions of the State Association and shall be used as the 
official receipt of membership for entrance into the annual meetings of 
the State Association and to any and all meetings of the divisions of the 
State Association during the calendar year, while the receipt is in force. 

The foregoing amendments to the Constitution and the By-Laws 
were submitted at the opening session of the State Teachers’ Associa- 
tion, December 29, and were adopted at the session held on the evening 
of January 50. It should be remembered that they do not become effec- 
tive until they have been “ratified by four divisions by a majority vote.” 

The Legislative Program 


W. R. Hatfield 


At the recent meeting of the Illinois State Teachers’ Associa- 
tion in Springfield, the fourteen legislative propositions presented to 
it by the Committee on Resolutions were adopted. The vote made it 
clear that the teachers of the state are solidly behind them and this 
means much to the success of the bills embodying them. 

The one thing that is surest to meet strong opposition from outside 
the teachers’ ranks is the one establishing vocational schools as part of 
the present school system. The advocates of the dual or separate sys- 
tem of schools have been busy for some time and have made a very 
plausible presentation of the German scheme of industrial education 
as the most desirable one for adoption in America. The friends of the 
unit or present system of schools believe that separate system of schools 
would tend te stratify society, would not give the boy or girl a fair 
chance to nnd himself or herself thru working for a time in several lines 
of industry, would increase enormously the cost of education by dupli- 
cation of teaching, equipment and buildings, would draw away from the 
present public school the children, the interest of the parents and con- 
sequently their financial support. It would tend to make friction and 
rivalry between the two classes of schools in the division of public 
school funds and in segregating the children. 
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The very thing for which state aid is being asked is now being done 
n the public schools of Chicago and elsewhere and well done. The only 
‘eason for asking for such state aid is to make it possible for other com- 
nunities to establish such schools and to more adequately support such 
vork in the large industrial centers. In these centers the Juul law 
perates limiting the sum total of all tax rates to 5 per cent. Any new 
ax therefor must be established at the expense of the present existing 
ax bodies for all must come within the 5 per cent limit. All the more 
wed then that the present public school system be in control of all the 
chool funds, and also the more need of state aid. 

The State Federation of Labor at its annual convention in Peoria 
dopted resolutions heartily endorsing the unit system. 

For most excellent statements regarding the menace of the dual 
vstem read Dr. Dewey on Some Dangers in the Present Movement for 

dustrial Education; Dr. Bagley on The Unit versus the Dual System 
f Voeationai Education; the Report of the Commttee on Vocational 
‘dueation of the Illinois Federation of Labor, and Dean Davenport on 
‘Vhat Is Involved in Vocational Education? 

Single copies of any or all of these may be obtained from Mr. D. R. 
lenry, executive secretary of the State Vocational Committee, at the 
allers Building, 5 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago. Terms on quantities may 
« had on application. 

It is perhaps enough to say that if the friends of the unit system do 
ot get pusy at once they will have a dual system thrust upon them to 
ex them for generations to come. 

Another proposition about which teachers have been talking vaguely 
or years as a desirable thing is a teachers’ pension. A movement to put 
uch a law upon our statute books originating in Freeport and spread- 
ng over the state has caught the attention of the teachers and won in- 
tant support. There is strong hope of its passage. Copies of the Dill 
ind literature may be had by addressing Miss Ida Voigt, secretary, 
“reeport, IL. 

A law providing for a minimum wage of $300 per year will benefit 
lirectly about three thousand teachers and incidentally all above them 
i Salary. 

A tenure of position for teachers, supervisors, and superintendents 
‘is also on the program. This provides that boards of education may 
mploy for a longer term than one year. 

A companion bill to this is one defining or legalizing the powers, 
duties and right of principals and superintendents. The superintend- 
ents have long felt the need of a legal status in order to maintain their 
rights without friction. 

The four things,—the pension, the minimum wage, the tenure of 
position, the legalizing of the superintendents’ powers and duties,—all 
tend to make the business more permanent, more remunerative and more 
ittractive and to build up a stable teaching body. 

The Association voted to continue asking for the two-mill tax with 
(his significant proviso, “Some of which may be distributed to those dis- 
ivicts which levying to the limit are unable to provide an adequate 
school.” This subsidy will relieve the districts suffering most including 
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the village and town school districts. The appropriation will be sup- 
ported by some legislators who have been inclined to ask why the addi- 
tional mijhions already added to the state school fund have not helped 
such districts more. There might be a subsidy from this fund also to 
pay the high school tuition of pupils from districts unable to pay it 
altho levying to the limit. Details have not vet been worked out. 

The health and safety bill provides that plans and specifications 
for new buildings and the remodeling of old buildings must conform to 
given standards of heating, ventilation, lighting, seating, pure water, 
and toilet arrangements before the work can be done. The State Su- 
perintendent’s office and the County Superintendents are made respon- 
sible for its administration. This bill supplements the excellent work 
of the State Superintendent's office in rehabilitating the village and 
rural schools. The establishment of standards for “Standard” and 
“Superior” scheols has proved to be one of the most effective means yet 
used to improve conditions of the rural schools both as to teachers, 
length f term and equipment. This measure gives power to enforce 
healthful conditions upon negligent districts. 

The measure about which the least has been said but which offers 
the best solution of many of our difficulties is the adoption of the county 
instead of the district as the unit for taxation and administration. This 
would put the rural and village schools into one district, with a uniform 
tax, a county board of education with a director for each school, a county 
superintendent chosen by the county board. This would do away with 
troubiesome district boundaries making them a matter of convenience 
not of taxation, would bring county uniformity of text-books, would 
permit much more thoro supervision of teaching, and in countless ways 
increase the efficiency and economy of educational work. Details have 
not been worked out fully. Aside from the other advantages is the 
strongest argument in that this would give to every child an equal op- 
portunity with every other child in the county to the best school ad- 
vantages that the county has to offer which as a child of the state is his 
hirthright. That the educational world is awakening to the value of 
this needed chenge is evidenced by tthe fact that the legislators of twelve 
states will this year have this proposition submitted to them for ap- 
proval and enactment into law. Illinois as a great progressive state 
cannot afford to lag behind. 

The following persons were appointed members of the Simplified 
Spelling Committee: 

David Felmley, Normal; E. C. Rosseter, Chicago; Wm. Hawley 
Smith, Peoria; Edmund J. James, Urbana; Samuel Fallows, Chicago. 

Mr. William BR. Owen of the Chicago Normal School was made 
Chairman of the Committee. 





